tional Forest. Additional tests were 
conducted on the main fort complex, 
and included two tests where bacteria 
were sprayed into the air less than a 
mile from McClellan: Boulevard dur- 
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Personal Health Services. In 1952, the 


Byglitsts 
buege 
ey 
ane 
tr 


pen air 


ported the same year in Calhoun Coun- 


a 


In 1953, when there was no testing, 
statewide total continued to in- 
. But Calhoun County’s totals 
d by more than 58 percent to a 
approximately equal to what 
be reported in the other four 
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pneumonia rates. In 1977 con- 
gressional hearings to examine the 
Army’s ical testing program, 
Brig. Gen. Wi S. Augerson was 

asked if Army personnel ‘ 
monitored the Calhoun County 
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The first was Serratia 
marcescens (SM) and the second was 
Bacillus globigii (BG). 

A 192 Army manual on biological 
warfare, in use at Fort McClellan's 
Chemical School then, describes SM 
bacteria as “vegetable non-sporulat- 
igg organism(s),” and BG as ‘‘spore- 

0 rod-shaped bacterium." 

eIn 1952, BG was considered 


a 


oe 


harmless. As recently as 1970, the 
Surgeon General of the U.S. Public 
Health Service reapproved use of BG 
for open-air tests..The 1977 hearings 
emphasized BG is still believed 
harmless. 

At the time of the California tests in 
1950, most medical evidence also sug- 
gested SM was essentially. harmless. 


. “But after those tests, debate began on 


whether that was a correct 
assessment of the bacteria. 


By 1969, according to 1977 con- 
gressional testimony, the military of- 
ficially recognized SM had ‘‘limited 
pathogenic (disease causing) capabili- 
ty and should not be used for study of 
experimental infections in man . . . (it 
is) an opportunist, producing disease 
if man is exposed to large doses and— 
or when the body defenses are weak- 
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ened by debilitory disease, drug abuse 


or antibiotics.” _ 

That congressional testimony in- 
dicated young, healthy soldiers proba- 
bly would not be infected by SM. But 
infection leading to pneumonia was a 
possibility if SM was sprayed near a 
hospital or over a general population 
containing unhealthy, very young or 
very old persons. 

But while SM was officially discon- 
tinued from most use in 1969, serious 
‘warning signs about its potential 
pathogenic qualities were being raised 
as far back at the 1950 California open- 
air tests. The possibility the Army was 
using a potentially pathogenic’ bac- 
teria was clearly known, if discounted, 
at the time of the 1952 Fort McClellan 
tests. 


Next: The California tests. 


